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is I come inM
USit curtain from behind which

MwinUticiil voice toued shook a little
IlKit ao one appeAred

tho mall at tlta QUolp intud aWay
ItaduaWouiily putting iWa sunsets 1

t h ztNflg oven itrokos-
TnMi our forofathors signod the

1 njtaolmttkm of iudop tndenco liJC

V erBgo J h bogan
J1I1l8e

A face mado iU appranceat tire
parting ot the curtains a face ramojj
aualark wavy hair with big shi 4n-

woe made soft by long purling lasnoe
+

lead a red rod mouth just now droop ¬

ing pitifully at tho corners
<Thoy mate all men free and

dual proceeded tho man never

t 100 looking upuand since then a
i lot of ladies with abbreviated hajirstruglinisuccessI the red

onottth seconded by the shiiiing eyes
Therefore I was to say

I U1c went on calmfyIII dont see how
it can hope to prevent you from com
ting in if your choose to do so I

i She stepped inside but did not ad
tt + vrance into the room

I

9 know youre going to be hor
l i<plaintivelyHe° and turn
t IYItsj

l
painted a dull brick red TPo ipeiian
redshe called it and whicU hohad
ornamented with a Greek borclerinr
yellow floss and hung in the door ¬ f

way herself in spite of his scoffing I

q

awiThrjstains but whatever their limitations
from an esthetic point of view they
certainly 4nadc An effective back

o ground for the whiterobed figurer and his eyes lingered approvingly on
The picture a moment before he saiflseverelydy
doingWhy in ¬

dignantly drawing leer figure up to
IJ protesting

iong lashes
S notice that you generally take

f t orgranted Im going to be hor=

particularlydlorrid
ilunaly

Fb She did nottcply to this daringro
r inarlc but crossing the room to the

mantel carefully selected nn especial
fly ugly bulldog pipe from the collec

1 lion it contained This she filled
with practiced fingers from a bat

t dared tobacco jar that etoodaiear and
Ihcn crossing to the easel offered it
to Iheman with a most bewitching

little air of coaxing humility
fo My dear young woman he cried
waxing the offering away sternly do

° I look Hike a man who would accept
a biibe Do my features bear the
imprint of vulnerable virtue that you
should thus seek to nvorablu

judgment for your nefarious goings
hpalpabled

t He said no more then the
otcm of the pipe was dexterously in ¬

serted between his teeth and deftly
I striking a watch on the broad solo

cif the shoe conveniently presented
tOO lierby the carelcs attitude of its
owner tho girl applied itto the tobacri1jao in the pipe boAvl

In spite of himsQlfj he closed his

4 teeth on the stem and drew a long
breath and aalho first cloud of aro1
anatic vapor rose to his nostrils his

features relaxed
Well who is hr ho asked as the

girl seated herself on a hassock and-
i

tbccd fief eyes tin hitf appealjfogly

r0pliedlolefully
Hinsdak we

disposed of Hinsdale tlireo weeks agi
and since then1et me eeb=

wasSinlth and DoVoreux bndhow v

iahy others
Oh never mla lie others she

tr mad petulanllr s HiIt d1e
c

1tY a DidIre It fb at-
al lam I li it wi naCud Tn

sure that letter I wrote
Ah did you write to hbo toot

he afltftd pufQng a big cloud of amok°
oveflils sunset and watohlnfc the of
fiotof its vapid hues Bhhiiflf tUrduglr
Uo eltiude of tprnyialrv ojf1Jtb m

atuQialtgrljtiolor nF

ota1 k

then she said l1JlOugh11m sur
you didnt do it all you only helped-

mQ I

HOb he jaisnrared indolently
But Hinwlale htffe broken on

again
rrYtle worse than over and sit o

sighed dismallynndT want you to
pulp Ijio mite him attothor letter
Onq that will flu it so ly > ll understand
thoreno hopeno possibility I
iliflaif of hay over h ingunything
moro to him here ehf l10tihtlcr e

aM hrdko quite down
Onril do itvtoduy he said dopicl¬

knOrtut1ill be a scratch if 1 man
age to djo lL It means pnlftCtng all

vOh cried
eagOr ty 4Ivo just got to send It to
himvthi6 aftornboii byit melStmg r
boys tjr ht14 bo sure to come upntp
night tnd miikp a scene or somelhirig
blidos

No its no go Ijosuid cruelly 1

bruih Youll have to
Ithkhlguphis somehow find conic to

John she burst out
trials coming to her wes II cant
como tQmorrow Aunt Maria has

surd her commands the fiat ha

gMe forthIm forbidden to come
hare any more

Tho douce you are And he laid
dqwn his brush and faced quite
around in his astonishment

Ytaehme replied furtively dry-
ing a tearon one of the ends of the
muslin sash Joan nattier could find
her handkerchief being always with ¬

out pooketsfSIte says its all welli
enough for mo to take painting les-
sons of you though everybody knows
I never could learn to paint Aunt
Maria is so ignorant about such
things you know

Yes I know Blowing ring of
smoke ceilingward to hide a little

smileAnd
she doesnt mind my having

a studio if Ill fix one up at home but
she doesnt think it looks well for me
to have one in this building and run
in and out of lucre all the time and
so Ive got to move tomorrow

This time she forgot to dry the tear
and it ran forlornly down her elieek
and fell with a splash on a study of
tho headof John the Baptist that l j-
on the floor

For a moment there was silence
then John suddenly pushed back his
easeland pulled a writing table to¬

himWell
if you cant como tomor ¬

row I suppose Ill have to help you
write your letter today he said1 but
there was an unnatural sound in his
voice and Jean looked up hastily
through her tears

Johns face was grimly sot How ¬

ever and told her nothing
Lot me seeit was Hinsdale I1

think you snidlhe went OB linn
with that grating sound in his voice

Yes she said miserably again
having recourse to the crumpled
ensl1ClAnd I think we told him in
our last that wed be a sister to him
he proceeded nibbling the end of his
pen

Something of that sort And she
flushed warmly dear up to the curly
waves of dark hair on her temples

Evidently ihe sister5 racket won t
pgo down with Hinsdale ho said re
fie tively 1 You might offer tOO
his maiden aunt know

There I knew youM bttlforridr
phe exclaimed indignantly v

Its a delicato job hewenf pri> re
flectively Arc you quite sure you
mean to refuse him thiatime

Of course I limJ sho burst out in¬

dignantly You dont suppose

could care forn boy like him

i p
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He ht Uf fcr olbiyM pro¬

Deeded John dm Itg faoef on the
margin ot the pttpitf hoes that had
trig soft oyes and pouting lips
strangely likatht girl < the hjatQCk

1 las ITI P1ngB ate wall t

stng Hoe ti gifted fdlotftvajiti
dnlthe boat pupil I hate

yes hes gifted enough she ni
sontod fc

eIve often wondored why JH1fltnt
clod yoU

° said John
rtOh indeed sho exclaimed flush

moret n dreamer you know
rfitL idealistauclJt seems to mo

somf ttiigblta creattjto a little too
and good for hurn n natures daily
food and that sort oflQ1ng would
bo more in his line tllaa hu
manbundlo of naughtjiii like youYoudIably miserable you lfiiof

Youre very kiri Q exclaimed
Jean crimson with v tiontnut
I shall not make Mr i Hui dale miser ¬

able I have not ticviiifghtiBBt Inten ¬

tion of ever doing
lAhl replied Join coolly Then

the eopner we write this letter the
better Nowwhat do you want to
say to himf1 0

Oh she oj dd struggling with
tier anger Tolprd disagreeable
I hate youbut Ive gdt to have sonic ¬

body to help mp kith that letter
Of course And you really want

to refuse himrrfor good and all

fdersrondnomeansqndsonce more < m

but defiant
Theres only one way to make ntman undcrsUtpl1 that said John

meditatively r

Anythingo long as he under ¬

stands and loos oft beingbeing
silly she iricfd impatiently

John made no reply to this but
nf toj a moments deep thought com¬

manded to write rapidly
Fijve minutes passed during which

John pen scratched industriously S

over tho paper and Joan sat bolt up-

right
¬

on her hassock staring at the
picture on tho canvas It was a pale
watery sunset that shed green gleams
of light on a wide lonely landscapeD
in the center of which a woman stood tit

ln
alonej gazing with desolate hopeless
eyes at the retreating figure of a man
on horseback It was paintedwith
inimitable skill and a strange wild
power that hadmade John Steele theo
most famous of the younger school
of painters What an artist lie was and
what a friend he had bean to her
And now she must go away and per¬

haps never see him again > except in 3
the class with the others All those
hours of merry cbraradeship were
overnever to come again all the
sweet work anti play together A
great sob came up in ho4 throaty but
just then John threw down his peni
and she clicked hack the sob
risisg reaohadlout liar hand for theI

letterBut
ligdid not give jt fco her avaho

expected
It is a cKflToult thing to do he

said To make a man understand ll

that no mutter how much he cares foe
yon you sun never oars for him

Yes I suppose it is she assent-
ed I sure0lndcetway to convince a fellow of suob an
unpleasant fact he wont on

But you employed itP she asked

eagerlyI
Yes You rimy think it an os

trerae measure though Ill read it
to you And he toad aloud

uD <5arMr iinsdala I thought

1scveralu a was di

impossllewI rlainly triad to have
you understand it and I deeply rIDctI
that I did not succeed 5
renewal of your offer can only result
in added pain to both of us TJplioveyoud7sure how hopeless it isfprfy6u t-

ask
a

for moro than my esteem when I
toll you that I aongagedito1me m

ried to Mr JohnSteeTe Hbpingthaf
you will bjlieve in tlmeawlceritTof ray
friondghjnll am very

JEAN CHESTER1 j
h

rite Bllficin the room could hay
been cut h a when John edn
eluded hid reading and laid the epistle
back on the tablewithQon the wall above Johns head when
ta turned endconfronted her with as

little ombrrawment aa h9 would have
shown in facing a new pupil

Well what dt you U ink tf W
ba jwkgd coolly

+1fl L tl I m JJt tr41I

1 < 411

o
W

My dl girl to prplwt 1
told you that extereme meMurtykwetnt
necessary Iti the only wry to d

of him and Im willing to iaerific
myself iu A goodsuM

o

With gro Jwwtnwiodto
leave the toitan a somehow howIat the dootyf itJfort tier with his arms
outstrotohcgV d>

Youre not onto leave tua lit
ie Jean ho armed RJcan never g4tI

along withopt you any more for oh <

I love youI lovoyouI lovo you I

A second shp vjd hesitating
then with a lttlljgh8he wont to
llimandbut bitingcomfortably
on his Bl10ulC + r i

Joan cams d voice suddenlyf-

ranlUolmind tlltl htltfap curtain It
sounfled like tjedllnkiiig of fob in a
pitcher >

Aunt Maria 1 gasped Jean in hor¬

ror
Oh como in Miss Ohester said

John drawing aside the Ppmpeiianttowedding tomorrow at 12
Jeanwhat does this mean Why

didnt you tell mo this before P ex-

claimed
¬

Aunt Maria aghast
I thought I ought to consult John fl

before I told yout said naughty Jean
Edgar Temple Iield in Chicago
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